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Overview

< 1927 peatery
1927 Amsterdam city dump
‘60/’70 chemical waste
1980 ‘discovery’ toxic waste
1981 closure dump  
‘80/’90 research and plans
1999 eco-option
2000 remediation plan
2006 -2010 remediation phase
2011 - nature reserve 









Cutting peat: an ancient Dutch 
trade

Skills:
– turfsteker

– turftrapper
– turfschipper

– veenarbeider
– verveender

– schuttenkoning



Peat related families in Waterland

• Stolk

• Broeder
• van Rijn

• Rietkerk
• Hoetmer

• Wessel
• Koningen

• van Geemen

• Rinkel
• Blommestein

• de Graaf
• Wesseling
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Peat language

• Trappen
• Klauwen
• Rakkermannen
• Stikijzer
• Opleggen
• Steupelen
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Local action group: 
Burgerkomitee

• City dump causing trouble for decades
• Action group founded 4 august 1980
• Successes and persistence
• Representing local people
• After 30 years a legal entity (foundation)





Remediation plan

Ecovariant





Basic principle for remediation: covering up and Basic principle for remediation: covering up and 
monitoringmonitoring

‘‘EcovariantEcovariant’’ includes economical wet natureincludes economical wet nature
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Design planDesign plan

-- Wet nature Wet nature –– peat bogpeat bog

-- Open landscapeOpen landscape

-- Fitting in WaterlandFitting in Waterland

-- Supportive to remediationSupportive to remediation

-- Extensive recreationExtensive recreation



Recreatieplan
Volgermeer (fase 1)

RRecreatieve zoneringecreatieve zonering::
rood: redelijk extensiefrood: redelijk extensief

oranje: extensieforanje: extensief
groen: zeer extensiefgroen: zeer extensief
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Statue of 
peatworker 

Heleen Levano







Care and maintenance

• CARE
– Bureau Nazorg

– Transfer phase until 2015: City of Amsterdam

• MAINTENANCE
– Maintenance plan

– Responsibility of City of Amsterdam until 2015



Locals and the big city

30 years ago:  
- Mouse and elephant

- Closed and incomplete
- Mistrust and disdain

now:
- More equal

- Open 
- Meer together 

- But.. stay alert 







figures

- 100 hectare
- 2,5 million cubic meters of earth
- 130.000 lorries
- 50 permits (1000 rules)
- 100 million Euro (90% National, 10% 
Amsterdam)


