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INTRODUCTION

• no go area > public accessible nature reserve

• disgrace > beauty

• living laboratory for peat restoration



INTRODUCTION

• sanitation as a landscape architectural challenge

• Vista has been involved in the sanitation plan since 2000

• close corporation with ACV



TWO MAJOR CHALLENGES

• integration in the surrounding landscape

• landscaping the wet covering layer



INTEGRATION

National Protected Landscape ‘Laag Holland’

restoration

• open landscape
• historic waterways
• geometric parcels
• birdlife of meadows and marshes

• Last but not least: peat!









TRANSFORMATION

• peat bog landscape (10 meter above sea level)

• the bog was drained for agriculture

• towards peat meadows (1 below sea level)

• peat was extracted resulting in a wetland area with water holes

• garbage and chemical waste dump



PEAT BOG LANDSCAPE

5-10 meter above sea level



TRANSFORMATION

• the bog was drained for agriculture

• towards peat meadows

• peat was extracted resulting in a wetland area with water holes

• garbage and chemical waste dump



PEAT MEADOW LANDSCAPE

2-5 meter below sea level



Laag Holland 1000: Peat Bogs

Laag Holland 2011: Peat Meadows



1000 years of soil degradation



THE PEAT DILEMMA





Desireable future: peat bog recovery?

Future model: peat meadow?

Undesireable future: well drained polders?

Peat meadow landscape not sustainable



LANDSCAPING

• landscaping the wet covering layer

• rainwater will eventually encourage peat-forming vegetation

• to form a ‘natural cap’ covering the area

• design with nature !

• paddy fields > relief / differences in height
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SANITATION

• toxic waste has sunk in the peat soil

• due to this the toxins are stable

• covering the top by doing so preventing direct contact with the 
poison

• monitoring
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Cover and control

Eco-option: ecological + economical



Rain water island











• rainwater excellent basis for valuable nature, poor in nutrients
and therefore rich in species



• the base is wet soil that will eventually 
encourage peat-forming vegetation, to form a 
natural cap covering the area



• after planting or sowing reeds a dense root bed 
develops



• over time the water level rises
• the rood beds form floating mats that move on 

top of the water



• these mats (drijftillen) collect rain water, thus 
creating a vegetation of peat moss, sundew 
and bog lint





PADDY FIELDS
DIFFERENT HEIGTS



CENTRAL WATERWAY



REEDS ON THE EDGES



DRY COVERING LAYER
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AMSTERDAM METROPOLITAN AREA

• Creating an important link in the network of paths and trails for 
cyclists, walkers, riders and canoeists.

• The old bridge, the lock and the broad watercourse (formerly the
export route of peat) are restored.

• They link the New Volgermeer Landscape with the historic 
landscape of Waterland.


















